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very short life of 32 years, the doctrine of Advaita or Monism and made a vast contribution to philosophical literature. Orthodox tradition assigns Sankaracharya to 508 B,C, but the bulk of opinion among scholars of research points to the 8th century A.D., as the probable period when he flourished, A large number of hfmas are ascribed to Sankara whose poetic fervour i| as inspiring as his philosophy is profound. How far nil these lyrics are the genuine productions of the same great philosopher who wrote the commentaries on the Brahmasutras, the Upanishads. and the Bhagavad Gita is a matter of doubt,- for it is highly probable thk% tome of the works of the succeeding Pontiffs of the %f«tts established by Sankara have been collected together by popular opinion under one and the same authorship.
The two Padadikesaita stotras of Sankaracharya, one about Vishnu and the other about Siva, describe tie respective deities  tegmning  from  the feet  and eadiiig with the lock of hair.   Graphic description, dlgeiied diction and sincere devotion characterize the poems*   His Sonniarya lahari, a charming and  sweet pwn is about 100 stanzas, describes the ininite beauty of Parvati and extols her as the embodiment of Pow^r or Sakti which creates, sustains and withdraws the uni-wr^.   The SiviMRda laharS -is a lyric in 100 stanzas impulse of God Siva as the giver of all bliss.    These two stotras, besides being devotional and descriptive 0f a high order,  occupy a prominent place in He Mu            is